
Four days to explore the Orara Valley Tourist Trail – A curated itinerary for couples visiting the Coffs 

Coast of NSW.  Couples will need their own vehicle and be able to participate in some physical 

activities 

A unique combination of nature, quaint villages and friendly locals will grow your appetite to 

discover the hinterlands of the Coffs Coast. 

Nana Glen, the Gumbaynggirr word for two-tailed lizard, is the starting point to discover the 

amazing secrets that the Coffs hinterland hold.  Rolling green pastures, flowing rivers and an 

amazing backdrop of rocky escarpments hold the treasures of this beautiful part of the Coffs Coast. 

 

Day 1: Taking in the sights 

Driving north from Coffs to Korora, follow Bruxner Park Dr with all its twists and turns, and beautiful 

views, to the infamous Sealy Lookout, where you can take in a last look at the coastline of the Coffs 

Coast for a few days.  (15 mins) 

Join a Giingan Gumbaynggirr Cultural Experience, learning the rich culture of the local Gumbaynggirr 

people shared with dance, food and stories (bookings essential).  Enjoy the walk along Gumgali track 

and discover the hidden goannas and indigenous artwork.  (2 hrs) 

Stop for a coffee and a lunch treat at Nyanggan Gapi Café and then head west along Bruxner Park Rd 

to explore the Rainforest Loop Track. You’ll be surprised by the cool freshwater streams, variety of 

plants and the easy walk.  Finish your exploration of the Orara East State Forest by stopping at the 

Vincent Tree (one of NSW’s tallest timbers) for a wonderful photo opp before jumping back in the 

car and heading onto Bucca Rd.  (1 ½ hrs) 

Travelling west towards Nana Glen, stop in at Bucca Valley Blueberries to pick some fresh 

blueberries straight from the vines – they make for a delightful afternoon tea. (2 hrs) 

Head along to the end of Bucca Rd, turn left onto the Orara Way to arrive at your home away from 

home for the next three nights, All About Me BnB.  (15 mins) 

Soak in the clean air, the green views and the rippling water of the dam as you get ready for a 

producer dinner at Two Tails Wines, meet the growers as you indulge in paired local food and wine 

(bookings essential).  Transfers provided by accommodation. 

Day 2: The hinterland loop 

After breakfast at All About Me BnB, travel west from Nana Glen to the township of Glenreagh (10 

mins).  A compulsory photo stop at the Golden Dog statue and mosaic art at the Golden Dog Hotel, is 

framed with a coffee and bakery visit. (40 mins) 

Just through town, turn left onto Tallawadjuh Creek Rd and drive (slowly) on the unsealed forestry 

logging road (suitable for all vehicles) to the small township of Lowanna.  (30 mins) 

At Lowanna stretch your legs and have a walk around the now unused, historic Lowanna Rail Station 

(30 mins). 

Continue travelling and at the T-intersection, turn right onto Eastern Dorrigo Way towards Ulong.  

Stop for a scenic picture as you overlook the beautiful mountain top vista.  Head into Ulong with 

your first stop the Ulong General Store. (15 mins) 

https://www.visitnsw.com/destinations/north-coast/coffs-harbour-area/coffs-harbour/attractions/niigi-niigi-sealy-lookout
https://bmnac.org.au/giingan-tourism-experience/make-a-booking/
https://nyanggangapi.com/
https://www.forestrycorporation.com.au/visit/forests/orara-east
https://www.facebook.com/Bucca-Valley-Blueberries-PICK-YOUR-OWN-1814547428787444/
https://allaboutmebandb.com.au/
https://www.twotailswines.com.au/
http://www.thegoldendog.com.au/
https://www.gmr.org.au/copy-of-glenreagh-station
https://www.facebook.com/Ulong-General-Store-Cafe-In-The-Valley-110093959142283/


Voted as the best burgers in the area by locals, you’ll need to take the time to enjoy one and have a 

chat to local Carol to get directions to the best waterfalls and walking tracks. (1 hour) 

Spend the afternoon exploring the natural wonderland of Ulong (3 hours) before heading back to 

the main town centre for a counter dinner at the local RSL club with a local story or two thrown in (2 

hours).  

Head back down Eastern Dorrigo way and turn left at Coramba to travel back home to your 

accommodation.  (30 mins) 

We would recommend a relaxing evening on the veranda with the binoculars for star gazing and 

maybe even a bottle of wine.  

Day 3:  Action and adventure 

Start the day with a hearty breakfast at Idle in Café, they cater for all types of dietary needs and 

focus on local produce. (1 hour) 

Head east along the Orara Way stopping at the Coramba Nature Reserve.  This short but delightful 

rainforest track will fill you with wonderment - remember to take your binoculars for all types of 

birdwatching. (40 mins) 

Meet up with ecologist and kayaking tour operator Matt at the Coramba General Store to start your 

canoeing adventure along the Orara River.  From Hartley’s bridge back to Coramba, you will be 

amazed by the clear waters, the small rapids and the tree-lined scenery.  (2 hours) 

After a little swim, head up to the Coramba General Store for a hearty lunch, leave some room for 

the famous vanilla slices. Walk off any excess calories by taking a tour of the historic village sites 

using the digital map. (1 ½ hours) 

Travel south east to the Upper Orara (10 mins) and meet up with Chris from HWH Stables, to begin 

your river horse-riding adventure.  Explore the crystal clear waters of the ever-flowing Urumbilum 

River on horse-back under the watchful guidance of your guide. (3 hours) 

Travel back to Coramba and enjoy a quiet drink at the local pub while you admire the paddocks that 

lead up to the pub.  Enjoy a traditional pub dinner, or one of many other options, as you check out 

all the amazing photos from the day. (2 hours) 

A quick trip has you back to your home away from home.  (10 mins) 

 

Day 4: A farewell ensemble by nature 

After a leisurely Nana Glen breakfast taking in the peace and serenity one last time, packing and 

fond farewells, it’s a short drive east to Karangi (15 mins). Calling in at the Karangi General Store, it’s 

time to pick up your pre-ordered picnic lunch and a quick coffee.   Turn right onto Upper Orara Rd 

and travel to Bindarri National Park.  (30 mins) 

Greeted at the entrance with a choice of activities, find what suits you.  There’s walking paths, 

swimming holes, waterfalls and drives.  Spend an hour or two or more if you have the time before 

heading back to Coffs to continue your journey homeward bound.   

 

https://www.ulongclub.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/IdleInCafe/
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/things-to-do/walking-tracks/rainforest-walk
https://cchangeadventures.com.au/
https://www.facebook.com/Corambageneralstore/
https://www.coffscoast.com.au/play/coramba-village-heritage-walk/
https://www.hwhstables.com.au/river-ride/
https://www.facebook.com/Karangi-General-Store-283022132210377
https://www.nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/visit-a-park/parks/bindarri-national-park

